These letters were shown to the authors, who reply as follows:
Sir,
We note with interest the comments of Dr Sanderson and Dr Sachs and Dr Lanfranchi.
Our study was essentially a quantitative assessment of suppressor cell function, prompted by reports of impaired function which might, in some way, allow a sequence of events terminating in congestive cardiac failure.`2 We have previously reported a quantitative study of T cell populations in three groups: eight patients with congestive cardiomyopathy, eight patients with heart failure caused by coronary disease, and eight normal controls.3 There was no significant difference in the ratio of helper/suppressor cells between the groups, although there was a tendency for both heart failure groups to have higher ratios. This was due to both an increase in helper cells and a decrease in suppressor cells in both patient groups, but none of these differences was significant. These results suggested to us that any defect of suppressor cells must lie in abnormal function rather than in reduced numbers but we have failed to demonstrate a specific abnormality of suppressor cell function in the heart failure of congestive cardiomyopathy. We agree with Sanderson, however, that an immunological abnormality may be transient and detectable only in the early stage of congestive cardiomyopathy. All of our patients in both studies had been known to have congestive cardiomyopathy for more than three months. that two errors were introduced into this article published in the November issue (volume 58: pages 441-6). On page 442 the second sentence of the section entitled "Prognosis of patients in ventricular fibrillation" should have read "When ventricular fibrillation occurred less than four hours after the onset of symptoms (these were mainly patients with acute myocardial infarction), approximately 80% were alive three years after the initial episode." Also on page 442 the last sentence in the left hand column should have read "In 1983 we looked at 125 patients with ventricular fibrillation."
